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SUBJECT: SAFETY FACTOR IN FUEL BUNKERING 
REF: A) MANILA 2149; B) MANILA 2259 

1. RE: REF A, PARA 3, USCG REGULATIONS DO NOT PROVIDE ANY 
ABSOLUTE SAFETY FACTOR CONCERNING BUNKERING FUEL SINCE 
FACTOR WOULD VARY FROM VESSEL TO VESSEL AND WOULD BE ALSO 
DEPENDENT ON VESSEL'S SPEED AND ULTIMATE DESTINATION, 

AMONG OTHER VARIABLES. HOWEVER, LACK OF ADEQUATE FUEL TO 
REACH ULTIMATE DESTINATION COULD BE CITED AS PRIMA FACIE 
EVIDENCE OF NEGLIGENCE ON THE PART OF THE VESSEL OPERATOR 
AND/OR MASTER SHOULD VOYAGE BE DELAYED OR ABORTED. US 
MARITIME ADMINISTRATION INSURANCE DIVISION STATES THERE ARE 
NO GENERAL INSURANCE RULES APPLICALBLE FOR BUNKERING 
SAFETY FACTOR BUT THAT LACK OF FUEL IF DETERMINED TO BE 
NEGLIGENCE ON THE PART OF THE MASTER COULD AFFECT MARITIME 
INSURANCE CONTRACT IF PROBLEMS OR DAMAGES RESULTED THERE- 
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2. NOTING THE ABOVE, THE DEPARTMENT REQUESTS EMBASSY TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER GOP THROUGH ITS ALLOCATION POLICY AND 
RECENT ACTIONS, HAS PROPERLY DETERMINED HOW MUCH BUNKER 
FUEL VESSELS REQUIRE TO GO FROM THE PHILIPPINES TO NEXT 

PORTS OF CALL AND WHETHER GOP TAKES INTO ACCOUNT THE SAFE- 
TY FACTOR THAT MUST BE CONSIDERED BY THE MASTER IN THE 
EXERCISE OF ' DUE DILIGENCE" IN THE OPERATION OF HIS 
VESSEL. IF NOT, DEPARTMENT REQUESTS THAT EMBASSY APPROACH 
APPROPRIATE AGENCIES WITHIN THE GOP REQUESTING THAT THE 
GOP PERMIT INCLUSION OF SAFETY FACTOR MARGINS DEEMED 
NECESSARY BY THE MASTER IN THE DETERMINATION OF TOTAL 
BUNKER FUEL ALLOCATION REQUIREMENTS. BROWN 
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